Cerebra LEaP Project template letter


This letter applies to Wales 
Letter to ask for school transport for a child who lives within walking distance from school but is unable to walk, accompanied or unaccompanied, due to a disability or learning difficulty  

Please change or delete the green text as appropriate.
[Your name]
[Address] 

[Tel]
[E-mail]
[Date]

School Transport Service
[Address]
Dear Sirs  
My son / daughter: [name, e.g. Ceri Taylor]

Date of birth: [e.g. 14th April 20XX]
Request for school transport 

I am writing to [ask the council to arrange school transport for] [query a recent school transport decision made in respect of] my [son][daughter], [Ceri].

[Ceri] has [briefly describe your child’s impairments]. S/he [has][does not have] a statement of special educational needs.
[Briefly describe the contact that you have had with the council to date]

I have looked at the Welsh Government’s guidance1, which explains the relevant law. I have also read Cerebra’s ‘School Transport in Wales: A Guide for Parents’2.

I understand that the council has a duty under section 3 of the Learner Travel (Wales) Measure 2008 to make suitable transport arrangements for children who meet certain criteria, relating to their age and how far they live from their nearest suitable school. 

Section 4 of the Measure also places a duty on the council to make suitable travel arrangements if it considers that it is necessary to do so, in order to make sure that a child can get to school (regardless of whether the child meets the age and distance criteria in section 3). In deciding what is ‘necessary’, the council must have regard to ‘any disability or learning difficulty of the child’. 

The Welsh Government’s guidance states that:

“Under Section 4 of the Measure, if a learner of compulsory school age cannot walk (accompanied or unaccompanied) to their nearest suitable school, because of a disability or learning difficulty which they have, even if the distance to their nearest suitable school is less than the statutory limit for their age group, section 4 of the Measure places a duty on local authorities to make suitable travel arrangements for that child.” (paragraph 1.86)

“Section 4 provides the basis for local authorities to support travel for learners if they have specific needs whether arising from a learning difficulty, a disability or any other factor which makes particular travel arrangements necessary to facilitate the child’s attendance.” (paragraph 1.36)

[Ceri’s] [disability][and][learning difficulties] prevent [him][her] from being able to walk to school because: 

· EITHER [If your child cannot physically walk the distance to school, briefly list the reasons why, e.g. physical pain, bladder/bowel problems etc.]
· OR [If your child is physically capable of walking to school, you will need to explain:
· why s/he cannot travel alone, e.g. inability to understand dangers in the environment, vulnerable / at risk, memory difficulties]; and

· why you can’t be expected to accompany him/her, e.g. it might be difficult to keep him/her safe because of particular behaviours or it might be discriminatory to expect you to walk your child to school if s/he’s of an age where typical children would no longer need to be accompanied]
I have attached [a] letter[s] from [insert name[s] of professional[s] involved in your child’s care], which support[s] my view.

I believe that a reasonable authority would conclude, on the basis of the enclosed evidence, that it is necessary to provide transport for [Ceri], in light of [his][her] disability and individual circumstances. The most suitable mode of transport would be [describe your preferred transport arrangements].

Please consider, in accordance with section 4 of the Measure, whether travel arrangements are necessary for [Ceri], having due regard to [his][her] disability and the supporting evidence enclosed with this letter.

I look forward to receiving your decision and reasons in writing.

Yours faithfully

Ann Taylor

1 Welsh Government, Learner Travel Statutory Provision and Operational Guidance, June 2014 http://gov.wales/topics/educationandskills/allsectorpolicies/learner-travel/?lang=en
 2 http://w3.cerebra.org.uk/help-and-information/guides-for-parents/ 
