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Liwsi

Mabli and Liwsi are just 20 months old, both born with rare 
genetic conditions. Their mums, Gwenno and Zoe, met by 
chance at a moment when everything felt overwhelming — 
two families trying to make sense of a new “normal”, unsure 
what the future would hold for their little girls. They felt alone, 
frightened, and exhausted.

Today, they are firm friends. And they have found a steadfast 
ally in Cerebra.

We understand what families are going through, and we’re 
there with targeted support when it’s needed most. For 
these two families, that has meant practical help, emotional 
reassurance, and the belief that Liwsi and Mabli deserve every 
chance to play, learn and thrive.

• Our Parent Guides helped them secure vital financial 
support.

• Our Library Service provided sensory toys that spark joy 
and learning.

• Our Sleep Advice Service is helping them find rest.
• And our Innovation Centre is designing something 

extraordinary so the girls can explore the world together.

Gwenno, Mabli’s mum, says:

“It’s so rare to find a charity that not only offers practical help 
but also makes you feel truly seen, understood and supported. 
Finding Cerebra has been life‑changing.

Mabli absolutely loves the fibre optic sensory tails from the 
toy library — we simply couldn’t have afforded them ourselves. 
And the Innovation Centre designing a custom sit‑ski seat 
for her means the world to us. It shows people believe in her 
potential.”

Zoe, mum to Liwsi, shares:

“When Liwsi was diagnosed at just three weeks old with two rare 
chromosome disorders, our world fell apart. We felt so alone.

Cerebra has been there through challenges we never imagined 
we’d face. Their guides, their sleep support, their kindness — 
they make the impossible feel possible. We are so grateful.”

For Mabli and Liwsi, Cerebra has meant hope, connection 
and the chance to discover a better life together.

For us, they represent what this year has been all about: 
standing beside families, believing in their children, and 
helping them go further.

Mabli & Liwsi: A Story of Connection, Courage and Possibility

Who We Are
Cerebra is a charity dedicated to helping children with brain conditions and the families who love them. We 
listen, we learn, and we stand alongside families as they navigate challenges that no one should face alone. 
Through expert advice, innovative design, legal support, research and practical help, we work to create a world 
where every child can discover, explore and thrive — and where families feel supported every step of the way.
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When I joined Cerebra at the end of 2024, I was immediately 
struck by the resilience of the families we support. In every 
conversation, I saw the extraordinary love that surrounds 
children with neurological conditions and the unwavering 
determination of families to create fulfilling, joyful lives for their 
children. I was reminded why Cerebra’s work matters so deeply: 
no child should have to fight for the opportunity to thrive. We 
are here to walk alongside families through challenges and 
uncertainty, offering practical support, trusted expertise and, 
above all, hope.

2025 has been a year to be proud of. We have continued to 
strengthen and grow our services, helping more families access 
the support they need. Whether through our Innovation Centre, 
Legal Rights Service, Sleep Advice or other specialist services, 
I have been continually inspired by the dedication, creativity 
and compassion of our teams. Their work demonstrates 
the powerful difference that can be made when expertise is 
combined with genuine understanding.

This year also saw us begin an important conversation about 
Cerebra’s future. Through our strategic review, we took the 
opportunity to step back, listen and learn. Families told us they 
want support that is easier to access, more connected and 
better able to respond to the realities of everyday life. We heard 
clearly that Cerebra has a vital role to play not only in helping 
families navigate challenges today, but also in challenging the 
barriers that can limit opportunities tomorrow. Time and again, 
we have seen how a small intervention can make a difficult day 
easier, and how the right support at the right moment can have 
a lasting impact on a child’s life and future.

As we look ahead to 2026, I feel energised by the opportunities 
before us. We want to reach more children and families than 
ever before. We also want to raise our voice and campaign with 
greater urgency for change on the issues that matter most to 
our community. Our new strategy will see us investing further 
in our services, strengthening partnerships and creating new 
ways to connect with families earlier and more effectively. 
Exciting developments, including our partnership with Thread 
Fundraising and the introduction of our refreshed brand, will 
help us build on the strong foundations already in place.

Most importantly, we will continue to listen. The experiences 
of children, young people and families will remain at the heart 
of every decision we make and every ambition we pursue. 
Together, we will keep learning, growing and working towards a 
future where every child with a neurological condition is able to 
thrive, achieve their potential and feel fully included.

Thank you to our families, supporters, partners and colleagues 
for being part of this journey. Your commitment makes our work 
possible, and I can’t wait to see what we can achieve together in 
the years ahead.

Jess Camburn‑Rahmani

Cerebra CEO

A Message From Our CEO

A Year of Impact, Listening and Possibility
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Asking for help should never cause harm

"Trauma has become baked into the 
system—almost an accepted by‑
product. It keeps service failures 
hidden and shifts the blame onto 
families, turning us into the 'problem to 
be managed.”

"We are not the same people. We are 
broken and traumatised. We cannot 
trust anyone anymore." 

"I feel like a fish in a goldfish bowl—
everything I do is visible, judged, 
discussed. But no one ever asks what it 
feels like to live inside the glass." 

1. Real Lives. Real Change

Some stories break your heart. Some lift it. Some remind you what’s possible when a child is given the chance 
to shine. Together, they show the world as it is—and the world it could be. These are the stories that defined 
our year.

But for thousands of disabled children and their 
families, it does

In November 2025, Cerebra published a landmark report 
uncovering a devastating pattern we call Systems Generated 
Trauma (SGT) ‑ the profound harm caused to disabled 
children and their families by the very public services 
designed to support them.

Based on the experiences of more than 1,200 parents, the 
findings are impossible to ignore.

What is Systems Generated Trauma? 

SGT is the severe harm caused when families ask public 
services for help ‑ and are met with suspicion, blame, 
bureaucracy and indifference instead.

Families describe it as more traumatic than domestic 
violence. More distressing than mental health crises. And it is 
happening every day. 

1,200+ 
Parents’ voices  

shaped the report

1,053 
Full report 
downloads

3,302 
Campaign 
page visits

203
People signed 
up to support

Leading the charge for change
Cerebra is demanding better. For every family

This is not just a report. It is a call to action.

Launched at Church House, Westminster in November 2025, 
the SGT report has already sparked vital conversations at the 
highest levels ‑ with policymakers, practitioners and leaders 
across health, education and social care.

Cerebra is proud to be leading this agenda. Because we 
believe that no family should ever be broken by the systems 
that are supposed to hold them together.

“It is a painful truth that many disabled children and their 
families are being traumatised - not by illness, not by 
accident, but by the very public services that are meant to be 
their lifeline. Asking for help should never cause harm." 

— Jess Camburn Rahmani, Cerebra CEO

"The failure of governments and public bodies to take 
purposeful remedial action when system defects are 
identified renders untenable any assertion of blamelessness. 
In social harm theory, inaction of this kind is best described 
as 'moral indifference'."

— Professor Luke Clements, Emeritus Professor of Law and 
Social Justice, University of Leeds (report author)

Cerebra demands:

1. Public services formally acknowledge that their systems 
cause trauma to disabled children and their families. 

2. Policymakers, funders and academic institutions commit 
to urgent research to understand the scale of SGT and 
develop evidence-based solutions.

3. A fundamental shift from suspicion and blame to genuine 
partnership, trust and accountability with families. 

"To policymakers, practitioners and leaders: this is your 
moment. Read this report. Let it move you. Let it challenge 
you. And then—let it change you. Because our children 
deserve better. And so do their families."

— Jess Camburn Rahmani, Cerebra CEO

Read the full report and join the campaign 
at cerebra.org.uk/systems‑generated‑
trauma.

https://cerebra.org.uk/systems-generated-trauma/
https://cerebra.org.uk/systems-generated-trauma/
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7,000+
families whose nights 
were transformed by 

our Sleep Service

3,000+

families whose children discovered new 
possibilities through products designed 

and created by our Innovation Centre

20 years

of expertise, passion 
and unstoppable 

commitment

Twenty Years of Changing Lives
Two decades. Two unstoppable teams

Imogen’s Incredible Journey
If children can dream big, they can do big

When Imogen Ashwell‑Lewis was born with cerebral palsy, 
some things must have seemed impossible.

They weren’t.

Since 2013, Cerebra’s Innovation Centre (CIC) team have 
walked–and climbed, and surfed, and raced–alongside 
Imogen every step of the way. Designing and creating bespoke 
equipment, free of charge, that has turned her biggest dreams 
into reality.

Imogen has:

• Conquered Pen y Fan

• Completed a triathlon

• Surfed the waves

• Gone horse riding

And she’s just getting started.
At six, she climbed South Wales’ highest peak in a specially‑
modified mountain bike ‑ pulled and pushed by 40 supporters 
including army soldiers. That same year, she captained Team 
Imogen at the Swansea Triathlon, crossing the finish line 
surrounded by her CIC team, full of smiles.

Then came horse riding. Then a specially‑adapted pink 
surfboard. Then, in December 2025, something perhaps most 
remarkable of all–Imogen took to the stage at the Royal 
Society in London, to share her story with the world.

“It’s only thanks to the team at Cerebra that she’s been able to 
have these adventures. There have been so many times she 
hasn’t been able to join in. Being able to do things like this is 
a real boost to her confidence and self-esteem.”
— Catherine, Imogen’s mum

Imogen is part of the Cerebra family. Her story ‑ and her smile ‑ 
remind us every day why we do what we do.

Twenty years ago, Cerebra made a promise: that no parent 
should face the night alone, and no child’s potential should go 
unrealised for want of the right support. That promise is still at 
the heart of everything we do.

In two decades, we’ve supported thousands of families 
through sleep advice and innovative design.

On 4 December 2025, we gathered at the Royal Society to 
celebrate two decades of impact. Guests explored Innovation 
Centre products, met our Sleep professionals, and heard from 
disability rights activist Francesca Martinez and inspiring 
service users including Imogen Ashwell‑Lewis.

“The enthusiasm and sheer pride in the room was 
unmistakable. The work this organisation does for children 
with brain conditions is nothing short of remarkable.”
— Dani, Motability

The difference twenty years can make:

Twenty years down. So much further still to go—together.

Imogen at the top of Pen Y Fan

Francesca Martinez at our 20 year celebration
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What if no one ever had to ask, “Can I take part?”
Our Relay Your Way proved it was possible

15,000+  

people carried the 
baton

2,537km 

from Glasgow to 
Windsor

33 days  

of inclusive  
adventure

40+  

SEN schools  
visited

Every kilometre. Every smile. Every child

The moments that made Relay Your Way 
unforgettable

Every person who carried the baton had a story. Wolfe, who 
took the relay onto the water in a custom‑built kayak designed 
by our Innovation Centre. Henry, who led cyclists along the 
Bridlington promenade with his CIC‑made bike trailer ‑ the 
same Henry whose ventilator backpack gives him freedom in 
the school playground every day.

And at the finish line in Windsor, eight‑year‑old twins Aleisha 
and Larissa carried the baton those final precious metres. 
Their presence at the finish line reminded us exactly why Relay 
Your Way exists ‑ to make inclusion possible, joyful and real.

“So many things they can’t do like other children… so it’s 
important to show them they can still take part and excel.”

— Liang, mum of Aleisha and Larissa

“Just those little things make a massive difference to both 
the boys being able to be included.”
— Debbie, mum of Alfie and George

Highlight moments:

• Penalty shoot-out with Broxi Bear at Ibrox Stadium

• Fun run with political leaders at Scottish Parliament

• Baton on the pitch at Leeds Rhinos vs Warrington Wolves

• Sheffield Steelkings Para Ice Hockey Team take the 
baton onto the ice

From 3rd June to 6th July, we ran, cycled, wheeled, surfed, danced 
and paddled 2,537km across the UK–from Glasgow to Windsor–
carrying one baton and one powerful message: that every child 
deserves to be included, celebrated and given the chance to shine.

Relay Your Way was only possible because thousands of people 
came together with energy, generosity and joy. Over 33 days, 
supporters across the UK ran, wheeled, cycled, paddled, danced 
and cheered — helping us raise more than £60,000 for children 
with brain conditions.

To everyone who carried the baton, joined a stage, organised a 
local event, fundraised, donated or supported from the sidelines 
— thank you. Your enthusiasm turned a national relay into a 
movement for inclusion, possibility and pride.

You helped create something unforgettable. And you helped 
children with brain conditions go further.

£60k+  

raised for life‑
changing services

Aleisha and Larissa carry the baton for the final 
stretch in Windsor

The finish line ‑ 2,537km done

Relay Your Way map from Glasgow to Windsor
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2. Helping Families Go Further

Whatever families are facing, we stand alongside them with practical support that brings relief, strength and 
the sense that they don’t have to do it all alone.

Sleep Advice Service
Supporting families to rest, recover and go further

When a child can’t sleep, no one sleeps. Children with brain conditions are far more likely to experience disrupted nights ‑ difficulty 
falling asleep, frequent waking, not wanting to sleep alone, or rising long before the rest of the household is ready to face the day. 
Broken nights affect the whole family ‑ health, relationships, and the ability to cope with everything else that comes with caring for 
a child with a brain condition.

Cerebra’s Sleep Advice Service offers practical, personalized, evidence based support ‑ from our Sleep Tips booklet and parent 
guides, to one‑to‑one sessions with specialist Sleep Advice Consultants and group workshops and seminars. We also offer two 
OCN‑accredited training courses for professionals, ensuring that expert SEND sleep support reaches further than ever.

466  

families 
supported 

in 2025

43  

professionals 
completed our 
sleep training

88%  

of families reported improved 
knowledge and confidence in 
managing their child’s sleep

Riley’s Story

Three‑year‑old Riley loves trains, diggers and farm machinery. 
He’s happiest outside, absorbed in sensory activities or carefully 
organising his toys. But for Riley and his mum Natasha, nights 
had become a crisis. The two of them were surviving on just a 
couple of hours of sleep a night.

Riley’s condition touched every part of family life. His sister 
had learned to communicate with him using non‑verbal cues. 
Routines were built around his needs. Every day brought new 
challenges. But sleep ‑ or the complete lack of it ‑ was pushing 
the family to breaking point.

When Natasha contacted Cerebra’s Sleep Service, everything 
began to change. Their Sleep Advice Consultant helped create a 
concrete sleep plan for Riley, and went far beyond that ‑ sending 
books, links to other organisations and groups, and practical 
advice for parents navigating life with a child with additional 
needs. As other professionals became involved with Riley, 
Cerebra helped bring everyone together around a shared plan.

“It has made a HUGE difference. Without the help from 
Cerebra, I honestly don’t know what I would have done. I so 
desperately needed help and without the help of their Sleep 
Team I genuinely don’t think I would be in the position I am 
in now. Their knowledge is fantastic - I felt like they really 
understood and wanted to help, and that meant a lot to us as a 
family. Up until this point we had been left to go at it alone.”
“You’ve lifted me up from some really low points of me feeling 
like a terrible mother for not being able to help or understand 
what is going on with my child.”
— Natasha, Riley’s mum

Riley wearing his heaphones with his sister
When families are exhausted and out of options, Cerebra’s Sleep Service meets them 
where they are—and helps the whole family move forward together.
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Library Service
The right book. The right toy. Right when you need it

Every book and toy in Cerebra’s library has been specially chosen with children with brain conditions in mind. This isn’t a generic 
collection ‑ it’s a carefully curated resource built around the real and varied needs of children and families who often struggle to find 
the right support elsewhere. Free to use, delivered to your door, and backed by a team who will help you find exactly what you need 
‑ our library exists to open doors, spark joy, and help families go further.

387  

families 
borrowed books 

and toys from our 
Library in 2025

93%  

said borrowing from 
Cerebra helped 

them better meet 
their child’s needs

Finding Calm in Colour

Three‑and‑a‑half‑year‑old Dominique has Xia‑Gibbs 
Syndrome, a rare genetic condition affecting her 
development, speech and mobility. Significant sensory 
processing difficulties mean that staying regulated, calm 
and engaged with the world around her can be a real 
challenge. For mum Kat, finding the right equipment felt 
almost impossible ‑ either too expensive, or simply not 
the right fit for Dominique’s unique needs.
Then she borrowed a fibre optic sensory lamp from 
Cerebra’s Toy Library.

“The first time we set it up, Domi’s eyes lit up in a way we 
hadn’t seen in a long time. She immediately reached out 
to touch it, mesmerised as the colours shifted.”

The lamp quickly became part of the family’s daily routine 
‑ a calming aid before bedtime, a tool to help Dominique 
refocus after a difficult moment. Meltdowns reduced. 
Engagement improved. And something unexpected 
happened too ‑ Dominique’s little sister began sitting 
beside her, exploring the lights together.

“It’s not just a piece of equipment - it’s a bridge to calmer, 
happier moments for Domi and for us as a family.”

Domi is enraptured by the fibre optic sensory lampWith every book and toy specially selected for children with brain conditions, our 
Library brings practical help and moments of joy into family homes.

“So many services say they want to support families, 
but Cerebra actually gets it. You’ve designed 
something that works with the reality of our lives.”
— Malky, parent

“Instead of labelling himself as ‘stupid’ or ‘clumsy’ he 
now uses the term dyspraxia to explain to others why 
he might find some things difficult, and to ask for help 
when he needs it instead of becoming frustrated or 
feeling ashamed.”
— E.H., parent
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Your questions, answered

Our most reached-for guides and factsheets in 2025 were: 

• Disability Living Allowance: 11,855

•  Sleep Guide: 4,621

• Sleep Tips: 3,043

•  Sensory Processing: 1,394

• Behaviour Checklist: 1,287

Research & Information
When you don’t know where to turn

When families need answers fast—about diagnosis, rights, education or support—our Research & Information team is there with 
clear, trusted guidance designed for real life. We translate complex medical, legal and practical information into accessible guides 
and factsheets that help families take confident action.
We earned the UK’s PIF TICK quality mark for clear, accurate and reliable health information.

72%  

of viewers rated our 
guides as excellent

500,000  

families visited our 
website in 2025

46,087  

families received our regular 
Newsflash newsletter

Webinars

In 2025, we delivered two national webinars offering research‑led guidance on issues families face—supporting siblings, and 
understanding neurodiversity in communication and social abilities.

PIF TICK accreditation

The PIF TICK is the UK’s assessed quality mark for reliable health information. It means our guides are created to strict standards—
evidence‑based, easy to understand and genuinely helpful for families.

The Cerebra Network for Neurodevelopmental Disorders

We renewed funding for the Cerebra Network, a pioneering collaboration improving understanding and support for children with 
complex or rare conditions. By developing better diagnostic tools and tailored interventions, the Network is turning cutting‑edge 
research into real‑world change.

The Network’s researchers are improving how complex neurodevelopmental conditions are identified, understood and supported—
especially for children with rare genetic syndromes. Their work is strengthening the evidence behind clinical assessment and 
interventions, helping professionals make earlier, clearer decisions and giving families access to support that truly fits their child’s 
needs.

Learn more about the Cerebra Network  
at cerebranetwork.com.

Whatever questions families are facing, we make sure they never have to search for 
answers alone.

“Your DLA Guide was so helpful when filling in my daughter’s forms — and we’ve now been awarded DLA. This will make a huge 
difference to our family.” – Parent 

*DLA is financial support for disabled children who need extra care or mobility help.

30,844  

times our guides 
were downloaded

https://www.cerebranetwork.com/
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Legal Rights Service
When getting support feels like a battle

97  

families supported by 
our Legal Rights Service 

Public bodies in the UK have a duty to provide health, social 
care and other services for disabled children. Our Legal Rights 
Service helps families of children with brain conditions get 
the right support when they’re having difficulty accessing the 
services they’re entitled to.

We can help with issues including assessments, care and 
support plans, CAMHS, direct payments, school transport, 
short breaks, carers’ rights and more.

“I am eternally grateful for the time, support and guidance 
I’ve received from Cerebra’s Legal Rights Team. Without their 
help, I would still be in a state of despair. They helped guide 
me through complicated SEN matters with the LA. With their 
advice, I’ve been able to navigate the system now and they 
have helped build my confidence. For context, I suffered 
a nervous breakdown in November 2025 contributed by 
systematic failures from the LA towards my disabled little 
boy. I cannot thank Cerebra  enough - it has saved my life.”

“The team have offered absolutely nothing but understanding, 
clear guidance and support. I feel like at every hurdle (and 
there were so many) that they have provided support and 
knowledge over and above anything I felt would be possible. 
It took us 6 years to “fight” the battle of wrong doings and I 
would absolutely not been able to do it without the support 
from Cerebra’s Legal Rights Service.”

“I sought support with integrated care board hours and social 
care hours/decision making. With regards to the extensive 
legal paperwork, government policies etc I have neither 
the capacity nor the technical knowledge to appropriately 
approach this. The team were professional, clear in taking 
my initial call and thereafter have been timely, concise and 
consistent. Their support has also made me feel confident in 
trying to advocate for my child, who is severely disabled. I am 
grateful for the support and thankful that vulnerable families 
like mine have an organisation like CEREBRA to help and 
support them when they have few other choices, if any.”

900,000 children

A basic human right. Denied

900,000

children and young people affected by 
bladder and bowel dysfunction in the UK

2,308  

campaign 
page visits

356  

downloads of 
the full report

772  

people signed up to 
support our campaign

Our Legal Rights team has campaigned for appropriate 
continence care for disabled children. Our landmark research, 
published in February 2025, exposes a devastating failure of 
care — and demands urgent action across England, Scotland 
and Wales.

The findings are stark.
900,000 children and young people in the UK experience 
bladder and bowel dysfunction. Disabled children are far more 
likely to need continence support — yet our research found 
widespread failure: inaccessible services, discriminatory 
criteria, and a lack of national guidance.

Families are left to cope alone, at enormous cost to their 
health, finances and dignity.

“We have been made to spend so much money just to let our 
son go to the toilet hygienically and with dignity. It has had a 
huge impact on our lives.”
“They didn’t seem to know what to do with an autistic child 
with continence issues. I don’t have the time or energy to 
fight for it.”
“It beggars belief that such a basic human right is 
systematically being denied to children who are already 
some of the most discriminated against in our society. These 
children deserve much better.”
— Jess Camburn Rahmani, Cerebra CEO

Read the full report at  
cerebra.org.uk/continence‑report.

This is what our Legal Rights work is for: turning evidence into action, and action into 
change. Since 2025, drawing on our research and campaign, we’ve been contributing 
to the review of nationally adopted guidance for continence provision in the UK, calling 
for improvements to make it clearer and fairer for families.

https://cerebra.org.uk/research/inaccessible-unacceptable-and-unaccountable-the-provision-of-paediatric-continence-supplies-in-england-wales-and-scotland/
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Cerebra Innovation Centre
Bright ideas for brilliant kids

The Cerebra Innovation Centre (CIC) designs and builds innovative, bespoke products that help disabled children discover and 
engage with the world around them.

From iPad cases to rocking horses, Oxy‑Gems to surfboards, our award‑winning team takes requests from parents, carers and 
professionals and turns them into beautiful, inventive and above all fun solutions, tailored to the specific needs of each child. 
We believe our products should be desirable and exciting, not just functional. Beautiful as well as brilliant. Designed to promote 
social inclusion, peer acceptance and the chance to join in ‑ because every child deserves that.

122  

families supported by the 
Innovation Centre in 2025

20  

brand new bespoke products 
designed and built in 2025

Skating, confidence and the power of brilliant design

Twelve year old Ollie desperately wanted to try skateboarding 
— but balance challenges linked to Down Syndrome meant a 
standard board wasn’t safe. His mum, Jilly, reached out to the 
Cerebra Innovation Centre hoping for a way for him to join in, 
not sit on the sidelines.

The team designed a bespoke board with two handles, 
giving Ollie the stability he needed to push off and skate 
independently. It worked — and his confidence soared.
Seeing how much skating meant to him, the team went 
further. They developed a world first adaptation for park 
skating: a harness system suspended from a gantry at Exist 
Skatepark in Swansea, giving children with reduced mobility 
the freedom to move safely through the ramps alongside their 
peers.

For Ollie, who has faced profound anxiety since the loss of 
his sister, the impact has been transformative. Skating has 
become a way to connect, socialise and rediscover joy.

“We wanted Ollie to skate with other children, on equipment 
that looks the same as theirs.” 
– Dr Ross Head, CIC Lead

“I’m just so grateful. They’ve given Ollie something he never 
thought he’d have.” 
– Jilly, Ollie’s mum

Ollie tries out the new skateboard and harness system

James the Scoot horse is a much‑loved 
member of the family

Arthur loves his fish tank Hydrobeatz was a hit in a music class

The Cerebra Innovation Centre doesn’t just build products—it builds possibilities, 
opening doors for children who are too often told the door is closed. Together, our 
world class innovation team turn brilliant design into joyful possibility—giving more 
children the chance to join in, explore and thrive.  
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The very end of 2025 brought exciting news for Cerebra and 
for disabled children across the UK. We welcomed the world‑
class team from specialist charity MERU into the Cerebra 
family ‑ combining two organisations with a shared belief that 
brilliant design can bring joy, independence and adventure to 
every child.

Together, we are stronger than ever.

MERU’s expertise perfectly complements our own Innovation 
Centre ‑ adding their switch‑adapted toy service and the 
remarkable Bugzi, a mini powered wheelchair that gives 
children as young as one the freedom to explore their world 
independently. Combined with Cerebra’s bespoke design work 
our expanded team can now reach and support more families 
than ever before.

The MERU team are now fully part of Cerebra, operating under 
one name. they continue to be based in Surrey in a brand‑new 
workshop, ready to grow.

“Cerebra and MERU share a steadfast belief that good design 
can bring inclusion, joy and adventure to disabled children 
and their families. We are stronger together.”
— Jess Camburn Rahmani, Cerebra CEO

“Our missions are so closely aligned that this feels like a 
natural evolution. Joining the Cerebra family allows us to 
focus entirely on what we do best: innovating for the children 
who need us most.”
— Tracey Doherty, Sales & Product Lead, MERU

3. The Impact of Your Support

Every pound that reaches Cerebra goes directly towards changing the lives of children with brain conditions 
— and the families who love them. From sleep advice to life-changing legal support, from custom-built 
equipment to cutting-edge research, here’s how your generosity made a difference in 2025.

How we’re funded
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(1) Lottery, Donation Card, Raffle, Regular Giving
(2) CIC Royalties, Sleep Course, Bank Interest

*A note on our finances ‑ Cerebra is committed to transparency. Full audited accounts for 2025 are available at cerebra.org.uk or 
on request from our team. Registered Charity No. 1089812

Every contribution—however large or small—makes our work possible. Thank you.

In 2025 our design impact grew even further - welcome to the family, MERU!

Two teams. One mission. Bigger impact than ever
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Where your 
money goes 

Your generosity 
funded the services 
and support that 
families relied on 
most—from rest 
and reassurance 
to advocacy, 
innovation and 
national change.*
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Together, We Go Further
Every achievement in this report—every child supported, every family strengthened, every barrier challenged—was made possible 
by the people who stand with us. The trusts and foundations who fund our work, the legal teams who champion children’s rights, 
the businesses who partner with us, and the many individuals and community groups who give their time, energy and generosity. 
Together, this extraordinary network of supporters helps families find strength, hope and the chance to go further.

Thread Fundraising Accelerator Partner 2026

Thread Fundraising selected Cerebra as the charity partner for their inaugural Accelerator 
Programme—a transformational year‑long collaboration providing over £100,000 of pro bono strategic 
fundraising support. Their expertise will help us strengthen supporter engagement, grow income and 
accelerate our impact in 2026 and beyond. 

This partnership marks a pivotal moment in Cerebra’s growth—and we are deeply grateful to Thread 
for their belief in our mission.

Thanks to everyone who supported Team Cerebra!

Leisuretime by Toureasy Day Trip: “A fantastic way to 
celebrate St David’s Day and support a wonderful cause.”

Twelve incredible volunteers from Valero took 
on a four‑day, 480km cycling challenge — riding 
from the Pembroke refinery to Valero’s London 
office: “A truly inspiring challenge… cheered on by 
colleagues every step of the way.”

Karoline Klage completed the London Landmarks Half 
Marathon: “It has been a joy to run for Cerebra”.

To everyone who stood with us in 2025: thank you. Together, we are building a world 
where every child with a brain condition can go further, dream bigger and be fully 
included.

Be A Part Of What Comes Next
Every step forward for Cerebra starts with people like you. Whether you take on a challenge, 
fundraise, volunteer or support our work, you help create the breakthroughs families tell us 
they need most.

If you’d like to be part of what comes next, choose the path that suits you best — take on a 
movement challenge or explore all the ways to get involved and support Cerebra.



Cerebra
The MacGregor Office Suite
Jolly Tar Lane, Carmarthen
SA31 3LW

01267 611711
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